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INTRODUCTION  

ESG Associates Inc. (EDGE Sports Group) was formed in 2008 to react to the growing demand for public private 

partnerships that provide year-round athletic venues.  We assist clients navigate through public processes at the local, 

state and federal levels; work with private capital and conventional lenders to obtain financing; and establish the 

programming and operational framework required to sustain the model. 

ESG brings over twenty-five years of private and public recreational design experience in: 

1. Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies,  
2. Design, Permitting & Construction Management, 
3. Programming & Operations 

to create Sports Ecosystems that offer recreational opportunities from youths to adults / amateur to professional, 

through the development of sports programs and organized league play to serve local communities.  

ESG excels in matching private investment with a public demand to form partnerships that create multi-year 

collaborations - ensuring sustainable recreational investments and operation. ESG has accomplished this with local 

municipalities, state entities, private educational facilities, non-profits and regional development agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Brian DeVellis is the president and founder of ESG, bringing over twenty-five years of experience assisting clients in the 

areas of Governmental and Community Relations, Planning and Zoning, and Land Development and Building Expedition.  

As a licensed Attorney and Landscape Architect, and the founding member of The Edge Sports Center in Bedford and 

Essex Sports Center in Middleton, Brian brings a proven winning combination of sports development experience, 

political expertise, accessibility, and responsiveness to ensure a successful outcome and oversees its representation in 

all design, entitlement and operational programming. 

ESG offers a complete package of services from one strategic base. This guarantees full personal attention to every 

client’s needs, from transporting paperwork through the political and governmental process to executing an effective 

advocacy program. 
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COMPLETED PROJECTS IN OPERATION 

  

Project Summary   

Reacting to the Essex Technical High School’s desire for a state of 
the art sports complex on their brand new campus, the 
administration reached out to the EDGE Sports Group to assist 
them in developing such a complex. 

ESG has created a Public Private Partnership between Essex Sports 
Center as the operator, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as 
the land owner, and the North Shore Technical High School as the 
beneficiary. 

DeVellis began meeting with the school committee – made up of 
over a dozen local towns comprised in the new school district, in 
late 2013 to determine the desired program, all while the school 
itself was being constructed.  After 12 months of negotiating 
through various state agencies, construction began January 2016. 

ESG has commenced lease up, programming and operations 
scheduling to exceed anticipated year two anticipated revenues 
prior to receiving Certificate of Occupancy. 

 
 

Project Highlights:  

Executed Letter of Intent Nov 2013 

Initiate Legislative Hearings Apr 2014  

Begin Lease Negotiation  Oct 2015 

Design Development  Nov 2015 

Commence Construction Jan 2016 

Occupancy   Oct 2016 

Responsibilities:  

• Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies 

• Design, Permitting & Construction Management 

• Programming & Operations 
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COMPLETED PROJECTS IN OPERATION  

Project Summary   

EDGE Sports Center, Phase I is a 75,000 SF Indoor Sports 
Complex with ice and turf, Bedford … developed with the core 
desire to provide Bedford and the surrounding communities the 
opportunity to participate in and take advantage of a year 
round athletic facility that provides state-of-the-art recreational 
amenities for all ages and abilities. 

ESG was responsible for all the site and building design, as well 
as contracting for legal, survey, engineering, environmental, 
resource area delineation, and site, building and ice surface 
contractors. 

The experience of the Edge Sports Center was recognized as the 
Bedford Chamber of Commerce 2010 Business of the Year “in 
recognition of a highly innovative and successful business that 
is creatively involved in community activities”.   

The EDGE Sports Center Phase II … The EDGE Sports Center was 
only months old when the founders first realized that facility 
expansion was necessary. Founder Brian DeVellis began 
negotiations with the abutting landowner Massachusetts Port 
Authority in Spring 2008 leading to Massport releasing a request 
for Proposals in April 2010.  DeVellis responded and was 
awarded the right to negotiate a 20 year lease with the 
Authority January 2012. DeVellis designed the expansion of 2 
synthetic artificial turf fields along with a fabric dome structure 
for winter use, making the 2008 existing turf excess and 
available for a second ice sheet for the ever expanding hockey 
program. DeVellis reached lease execution April 2012, 
regulatory approvals shortly thereafter, and design 
development drawing as well as construction documents.  
Construction broke ground in June 2012 and opened January 
2013. 

 
 

Project Highlights Phase I:  

Conceptual Design  Nov 2006 

Initiate Regulatory Approvals Dec 2006 

Regulatory Approvals   Apr 2007 

Groundbreaking   May 2007 

Certificate of Occupancy Oct 2007 

Responsibilities:  

• Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies 

• Design, Permitting & Construction Management 

• Programming & Operations 

Project Highlights Phase II:  

Respond to Massport RFP Nov 2011 

Massport Award   Jan 2012 

Design Development   Apr 2012 

Construction Commencement May 2012 

Certificate of Occupancy Jan 2013 

Responsibilities:  

• Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies 

• Design, Permitting & Construction Management 

• Programming & Operations 
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COMPLETED PROJECTS IN OPERATION  

Project Highlights:  

Conceptual Design  Nov 2015 

Groundbreaking   Oct 2016 

Certificate of Occupancy Sept 2017 

Operations and Management  Oct  2017 

Responsibilities:  

• Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies 

• Conceptual Design 

• Programming Feasibility  

• Programming & Operations 

 

Project Summary   

Worcester Ice Center opened September 2017 with ESG 
contracted as the Programming & Operational Management 
company, as well as previously retained to provide 
Assessment and Feasibility Studies, Design & Permitting and 
Programming oversight in the collaboration with local high 
schools and colleges in the construction of a 100,000SF sports 
facility houses two rinks, a pro shop, fourteen locker rooms, 
two restaurants, offices and a physical therapy program, all 
while rejuvenating the Blackstone Canal District of Worcester. 

Since its opening, the WIC has hosted over one dozen premier 
showcases, an AHL game, dozens of college and high school 
prep hockey games, and become the home of the Canadian 
Hockey Leagues Worcester Blades. 
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COMPLETED PROJECTS IN OPERATION 

  

`

 

Project Summary   

The Golf Club of New England is a 7,200 yard Championship 
Arnold Palmer Golf Course, Stratham NH.  ESG brought the 
conceptual plan from Arnold Palmer Course Design through 
engineering design and received permits from two local towns, 
state & federal agencies, and into construction in less than 
twelve months from engagement. The project involved greater 
than ten acres of wetland impact, wetland enhancement and 
creation, as well as 37 home sites, an 18,000 square foot 
clubhouse, and two hundred fifty acres of permanent 
conservation easement.  

In developing the GCNE, Mr. DeVellis worked closely with two 
abutting but very different host towns, the NH Regional 
Planning Authority, the State of NH Department of 
Environmental Services Wetland, Waterway and Groundwater 
authorities, as well as the US Army Corps of Engineers.  

Project Highlights:  

Conceptual Design  Nov 1998 

Initiate Regulatory Approvals Dec 1198 

Regulatory Approvals   Apr 1999 

Groundbreaking   May 2000 

First Tee Shot   Jun 2001 

Responsibilities:  

• Assessment, Feasibility & Market Studies 

• Design, Permitting, Approvals & Entitlements  

• Construction Management 

• Programming & Operations 
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PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

   

Wellesley Sports Center is currently in construction after a competitive award to ESG in October 2016. 

WSC will be a state of the art multi-use recreation destination that will boast over 130,000SF of: 
- dual NHL regulation ice surfaces,  
- an indoor synthetic turf field,  
- a ten-lane / 25 meter competition pool with one-meter dive well, and a warm lesson pool,  
- indoor walking track 
- Concession venues, sports rehabilitation, strength training & conditioning, pro-shop 

Wellesley Sports Center will add to an already thriving recreational scene in the Town.  Anticipating over seven hundred 
fifty thousand door swings per year, the sports center will look to host dozens of youth and adult ice hockey and figure 
skating tournaments,  regional swim and diving meets and tournaments,  as well as consistent weekly practices, games 
and events. 

                         

 

Thayer Sports Center is ESG’s latest project, having been awarded it in early 2018.  TSC is set to open early 2019, 
incorporating a full and half sheet ice surface, indoor removable turf with tennis, pickleball, volleyball and futsal below.  
The mezzanine will house the Thayer Alumni room overlooking both the ice and turf, as well as strength and 
conditioning, offices and a function room with a fully equipped catering kitchen for team, corporate and private events.  
On the south athletic complex of, and in partnership with, the prestigious Thayer Academy of the MA Independent 
School League, much care was given to creating a facility that will endure the 50-year land lease with the Academy.  
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PROJECTS UNDER PROPOSAL 

   

Great American Sports Park in Lincoln, Nebraska was master planned by ESG, which includes the development of a 250 
acres expansion to the City of Lincoln / University of Nebraska recreation inventory.  The design includes a multi-phase 
delivery consisting of considerations for a state-of-the-art diamond and rectangle sports and recreation campus, a 
mixed-use campus of commercial and a residential component comprised of both student and market housing.  

  

43 Fields in Baltimore, Maryland was designed as a purely sports orientated master planned community involving the 
design, permit, construction and operation of a Public-Private-Partnership financing structure with Baltimore County 
that ESC brought to Baltimore developer Pinkard Properties and A Place to Play sports operations company.  ESG 
assisted in the design, and permit phases, as well as providing expertise on the establishment of lacrosse and soccer 
programming. 
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Exeter News-Letter  
By Susan Nolan  

Posted Jun 26, 2001 @ 02:00 AM 

Golfing great visits site of posh new course  

STRATHAM — It was up on a rise overlooking an old cornfield and a shag bark hickory 

tree that golf great Arnold Palmer met the members of the Golf Club of New England on 

Monday. 

The event, held under a white tent to shade the 150 guests from the sweltering sun, was 

billed as a ground-breaking for the millionaires' golf club, which will cover 450 acres of 

Stratham and Greenland when it is done. 

And although Palmer never laid a hand on a shovel at the event, he did touch a lot of 

hearts. "He's the most gracious man I have ever met," said John M. Kehoe Jr., president 

and chief executive officer of The General Chemical Group and GCNE's president. "This 

is great," agreed Craig Benson, founder of Cabletron Systems in Rochester. 

Introducing Palmer to the crowd underneath the tent, Kehoe called it "an absolutely 

unadulterated thrill."This is the finest ambassador of the game of golf ever," he said. 

He also announced that the road leading from Winnicutt Road to the new course will be named Arnold Palmer Drive. GCNE hired 

Palmer Course Design Company to design the chic, state-of-the-art course. 

Palmer, who stood beside the makeshift stage, bowed graciously at the honor of having the road named for him. And when he took the 

stage, the golf great brought laughs from the crowd. 

The levity came when a GCNE member asked if Palmer would return for the opening of the course next year. "When we open this up, 

will you come up and play the first round of golf with us," the man asked. 

"God hopes I will," joked Palmer, apparently referring to his 71 years and his health. "I don't even buy green bananas anymore," he 

quipped. 

Palmer called the rolling Stratham and Greenland fields and forest that will be created into fairways "fantastic." 

In fact, Kehoe said Palmer's enthusiasm for the Stratham site is the reason they chose his design company to build it. 

"When you come to New Hampshire and have a piece of property like this, it makes you drool," said Palmer, whose company builds six 

to 12 golf courses a year. "The naturalness of this land is going to make it a classic golf course." 

Palmer, who just finished the Fleet Boston Classic on Sunday, a Senior PGA Tour event, will compete in the U.S. Senior Open on 

Thursday at the Salem Country Club in Peabody, Mass. 

Brian DeVellis, the design consultant who went through two years of permit-seeking to make the golf course come true, said he was 

happy to see Monday arrive. "It's been a long haul," he said, smiling. 

GCNE spokesman Brad Sweet called yesterday's event a great success. "It was unbelievable." 

More than 140 members have shelled out $55,000 each to join the posh new club. They were joined yesterday by local officials and the 

press for the Palmer visit. Kehoe announced that GCNE expects to receive its final Army Corps of Engineers permit mid-week and will 

begin building the golf course in earnest by week's end. 

The 18-hole, 7,200-yard, 72-par golf course will feature a $4 million golf clubhouse. In addition to the clubhouse, the Stratham side of 

the course will include 10 member homes and four of the 18 holes. The maintenance buildings will also be located in Stratham. 

A total of 146 acres of the golf course are in Stratham. The remaining 295 acres are in Greenland.  The 12,000-square-foot clubhouse 

will feature an 18-table dining room that can accommodate 72 diners. 

The founding fathers of the club are Craig Benson, founder of Cabletron Systems in Rochester; Stephen W. Foss, chairman and chief 

executive officer of Foss Manufacturing Co.; John M. Kehoe Jr., president and chief executive officer of The General Chemical Group; 

Neil Garvey, president of Tyco Submarine Systems; and L. Dennis Kozlowski, chairman and chief executive officer of Tyco 

International. 

 

Arnold Palmer smiles at a news conference 

Monday at the Golf Club of New England, which is 

being built in Stratham, New Hampshire. 
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